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With great anticipation and high expectations, I want to tell you that after 
conducting a national search the Conservation Law Center has selected Christian 
Freitag to succeed me as Director, beginning in January of next year. 
 
Christian is accomplished in law, in scholarship, and in non-profit management. He 
graduated from the Indiana University Bloomington (now Maurer) School of Law in 
1997, and clerked for Randall Shepard, the former Chief Justice of the Indiana 
Supreme Court, between 1997 and 1999. Christian began working as the first staff 
director of Sycamore Land Trust in 2000. He built Sycamore into a dynamic and 
highly productive land conservation organization over the next eighteen years, 
receiving, on the way, a Ph.D. in Public Affairs from the Indiana University School 
of Public and Environmental Affairs. 
 
We think Christian is extraordinarily well prepared to lead the Conservation Law 
Center. Our organization was founded in collaboration with the Indiana University 
Maurer School of Law in 2005. I have been fortunate to have served as the 
 
Director of the Center from its founding. I must tell you now that the years building 
this organization, with your help, have been among the most exciting and satisfying 
of my life. We’ve assisted dozens of conservation organizations in hundreds of 
matters. We’ve secured important progress in conservation law – more important 
progress, in fact, than we could have imagined when we were just getting started. 
 
We’ve trained more than a hundred lawyers-to-be as conservation leaders. And we 
have learned about the critical conservation issues facing Indiana waters and we 
continue to advocate persistently for that fundamentally important resource. 
 
We’ve built a great Board of Directors, and I will continue to be a member of that 
board – and I will continue to be an advocate for conservation in Indiana and 
nationally, as the Conservation Law Center, soon to be under the leadership of 
Christian Freitag, continues to grow in stature and achievement. 
 
Warmest thanks, as always, for your help in making our work possible. I have the 




W. William Weeks 
Director 
  
 
